268 INTEGRATED ARABIC

FUNCTION E: DESCRIBING ONGOING ACTIVITIES]

ONGOING ACTION TENSE MARKER e¢ The tense maker used before present tense verbs to
indicate that an action is ongoing is

gar o
for example

shu pamtag mel(i)? what are you doing? S )ders pe s

gam éktob risaale ['m writing a letter Ul oSl ae

You will also hear both ¢ am o< and b- — tense markers used together, for example

¢ am béktob risaale I'm writing a letter Ul 5 ae

The meaning however remains that of ongoing action.

1. Look at these pictures and say what you are doing, for example

eg

katab (o) () o< daras (o) A

gaméktob risadle Ul ; K5 ae gamédros g arabi RO LE o pe

A

shéreb (a) (—) < rasam (o)
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