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EXERCISES

FUNCTION A: TALKING ABOUT PAST EVENTS|

ARABIC DICTIONARIES ¢ Arabic dictionaries usually list words according to their root.
Verbs are always at the beginning of the entry in the simplest form--masculine third person
singular, or the “he” form--because this form is closest to the root. To help you get used to
seeing the root whenever you look at a verb, we will include it in brackets with each vocabulary
entry, for example

wsélti (wésel) you (f) arrived (Jems) Slms

VERBS--REGULAR TYPE | ROOTS e¢ Although at first Arabic verbs may seem complicated,
they are in fact quite regular. We will practise them in groups to help you remember the
patterns. First we will look at regular Type [ verbs.

Remember that all Arabic words are derived from roots which contain the basic meaning of the
word. The root is made of three consonants, for example

Regular ‘a’ Type I Roots

k-t-b write e
d-r-s study o
r-gq-§ dance oGy
s-b-h swim o
-kl run et e
t-b-kh cook bk
a-k-I eat J—al-i
gh-s-1 wash J-ot
a-kh-d take =
kh--s finish oa—J-t

Regular ‘¢’ Type I Roots

ﬁ-m-l do J‘(’_C
s-m-4 hear, listen &
f-h-m understand po—S
g know .
sh-r-b drink Uk
l-¢-b play —t—dJ
r-k-b ride e,
w-s-1 arrive Jua—y
rj-¢ return s,

tH-¢ g0 out, go up ¢-d-b
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INTEGRATED ARABIC

1. Root recognition game. Do not worry about the meaning of the verb or its
conjugation, simply try to match roots with verbs, for example

a. k-t-b
b. d-rs
c. gh-s-i
d. rog-s
e, a-k-i
f. s-b-h
g. r-k-d
h. w-s-{
i s-mg
i. fFh-m
k. g-md
1. sh-r-b
m. l-¢-b
n. rk-b

ghasiet

sabah

katab

mka_dé t

darastu

rerpasne

crkerlti

shérbet

rkébtu

imélna

lpébti

féhem

sémau

wsélt

ealewd

|‘9A_.\_u-l

RS

IJ:;_A.HJJ

Lo

=,

J-u=—s
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THE “PAST” TENSBEse Arabic tenses do naot correspond exactly with English. When we say
something is in the “past” tense in Arabic we actually mean it is a completed or “perfect”
action and could correspond with either “did” or “have done” in English. Generally there is no
confusion as the exact meaning is clarified by the context and time words used.

You can negate past tense verbs by simply placing #ea Ls before the verb.

CONJUGATION-REGULAR TYPE | «¢ There are two internal vowel possibilties with regular
Type I verbs--‘a’ and ¢’. These vowels only affect the internal structure of the verbs, but not
the conjugation itself. As you can see below the hyphenated suffixes in both groups are












